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KARL GVTZKOW'S SHORT STORIES: A Study in the 
Technique of Narration by Daniel Frederick Pasmore, 
Professor of German, Southwestern College, 1918, 122 pages. 
The reviewer approached this little book or dissertation with 
kindly interest, as his early experience in learning German was 
intimately associated with the name of Gutzkow. In fact 
"Zopf und Schwert" was the first German drama he read at 
school. Later as a teacher of the lanugage he read it a number 
of times with his classes, and quite an interest sprang up for the 
book and its author. This drama of Gutzkow brings a king, a 
man of many foibles, quite near to our feeling and teaches us in 
spite of his glaring weaknesses to appreciate his inner worth 
and even to enjoy his character, full of faults but amply 
redeemed by its humanity. These are the fine qualities of 
realism that characterize Gutzkow's best dramas and novels and 
place him among the pioneer realists of the last century. Pro- 
fessor Pasmore avoids this more attractive part of Gutzkow's 
literary activity, feeling that it has already been sufficiently 
treated and turns our attention to Gutzkow's short-stories, 
which he deems worthy of more attention than they have as yet 
received. 

In the first chapter the author takes up the theory of the 
short-story. He reviews the various definitions that have been 
presented and gives preference to Paul Heyse's formulation 
which may be briefly stated as a story with a single and central 
theme which is told artistically and objectively with psychologi- 
cal penetration. The writer is wont to say to his classes that 
the short-story is a moving picture of an individual struggling 
thru a crisis in his inner life. Of course, no short definition can 
give its full scope. If this be even in a general way the nature 
of the short-story it cannot possibly be a development of the 
last century as the author of the dissertation inclines to believe. 
There was never a time in the history of the race when the 
struggles of an individual thru a difficulty or thru a crisis in his 
life was not the most thrilling of all pictures that could be 
presented to the mind. The oldest forms of literature, such as 
the Bible, teem with short-stories. Altho they often appear as 
episodes in a larger picture, as in Wolfram's "Parzivai," they 
also appear as independent works. The writer does not believe 
that any modern author has written a more typical short-story 
than Hartmann von Aue's "Der arme Heinrich. " Of course, 
Professor Pasmore is fully aware of the existence of such claims 
as these, but he stoutly maintains that "as a conscious type of 
literary product the works of such writers as Keller, Storm, 
C. F. Meyer, and Heyse differ essentially from the collections 
extant prior to the year 1800." Here as so often elsewhere 
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too much stress has been put upon mere externalities. How 
queer the pictures of men and women of bygone ages look to us 
today and yet in spite of their strange costumes they were 
swayed by the same human feeling, as sway us today. Altho 
centuries separated Wolfram and Keller they are closer together 
in their essential characteristics than Keller and Heyse who are 
contemporaries. 

In this interesting first chapter the author's characterization 
of Heyse as " this most exemplary writer of the novelle of recent 
years" attracted the reviewer's attention. It is quite possible 
that most readers will agree with Professor Pasmore, but to 
the reviewer Heyse is greatly inferior to Storm, Keller, and 
Meyer in power. It was also a surprise that Grillparzer was not 
mentioned in connection with these other authors. Altho 
Grillparzer has not written many short-stories " Der arme Spiel- 
mann" outweighs and, therefore, may outlive most of the short- 
stories of our time. 

Professor Pasmore gives a brief outline of twenty-three of 
Gutzkow's short-stories written in the years 1834-70 in connec- 
tion with an interesting discussion of them. This constitutes 
the largest part of the book. While he finds that Gutzkow has 
contributed little to the technique of the short-story he makes it 
plain that he here as elsewhere is a consistent realist and has 
made an important contribution to the modern movement to 
bring literature nearer to life. To the reviewer this is the most 
valuable result of this study. 

In this dissertation our attention is repeatedly called to 
Gutzkow's contribution to the development of the theory and 
the technique of the "Nebeneinander" in his larger novels. 
It seems to the reviewer that two things have here been con- 
fused. Gutzkow's introduction of the "Hinterhaus" into 
literature alongside of the "Vorderhaus" made it seem as tho 
this "Nebeneinander" were something new. The element of 
the "Hinterhaus" is new, but the technique of the " Neben- 
einander " is already as highly developed in Wolfram's "Parzi- 
val" as in any modern German novel. The real difference here 
between modern realists and the older realists like Wolfram is 
the great fondness in modern literature for the lower levels. 

George O. Curme 

Northwestern University. 
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